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Fifth Sunday of Easter
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St. John’s Mission Statement
We confess Jesus as Lord and Savior and conform our lives to his by:
· Being a presence in the community
· Nurturing children in the faith
· Providing a place to belong
· Showing compassion to those in need


Order of Service
The assembly will speak the words in bold print.  
Hymns may be found in the back of the bulletin.
*The assembly stands.

GATHERING
PRELUDE
*WELCOME
Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!
He is Risen, indeed!  Alleluia!
*GATHERING HYMN– Red #449	“We Know that Christ is Raised”

EASTER LITANY

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The risen Christ meets us at the tomb, and turns our tears to joy.
For your love and goodness
we give you thanks, O God.
Christ comes through our locked doors, and turns our fear to courage.
For your love and goodness
we give you thanks, O God.
Christ comes to daily life and work, and turns our failure to new vision.
For your love and goodness
we give you thanks, O God.
Christ breaks the bread, and turns our despair to hope.
For your love and goodness
we give you thanks, O God.

How joyful it is, to celebrate the good news of God’s love!
We are called to be Easter people!
Darkness cannot claim us!
Fear cannot bind us!
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!  Alleluia!

      *HYMN OF PRAISE – W&P 135	“We are the Church”
GREETING
*PRAYER OF THE DAY

WORD
READINGS	 Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 1 John 4:7-21
PSALM 22:25-31
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
  Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever!
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
  all the families of nations shall bow before God.
 28For dominion belongs to the Lord,
  who rules over the nations.
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord.
 30Their descendants shall serve the Lord,
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
  saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”

CHILDREN’S SERMON
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – Dakota Road	“Alleluia”
*GOSPEL	John 15:1-8
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY – Red #447	“O Blessed Spring”
*NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.


*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
SUNG RESPONSE - Red #180.......................................	“The Spirit Intercedes for Us”
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

*OFFERTORY HYMN – Dakota Road	“Everybody’s Got Something to Offer”
OFFERTORY PRAYER
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.  Amen.


SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BLESSING
*SENDING HYMN – W&P 22	“Bring Forth the Kingdom” 
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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The Spirit Intercedes for Us
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Everybody’s Got Something to Offer
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The Church Song

Refrain

we are all  God’s chil - dren. We have been re - stored.

1 The church 1s not a builld - ing

2 You can go to wor -  ship
3 The church is not a busi -  ness,
4 The church, it 1s the peo - ple

where peo - ple go to pray;
but you can - not go to church;
a com - mit - tee or a board;
liv - 1ing out their lives,

1t’s not made out of sticks and stones,
you can’t find a build-ing that’s a - live
it’s not a cor - por - a - tion for
called, en - light - ened, sanc - u - fied ,
Refrain

it’s not made out of clay.
no mat - ter  how you search.
the busi - ness of the Lord.
for the work of Je - sus Christ.

Text: Jay Beech
Music: THE CHURCH SONG, Jay Beech

Text and music © 1988 Jay Beech

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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ALLELUIA

Jeff Kjellberg
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©1997 Jeff Kjellberg
Administered by Dakota Road Music.
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
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O Blessed Spring
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1 O bless - ed  spring, where word and sign em - brace us
2 Through sum - mer heat of youth - ful years, un - cer - tain
3 When au - tumn cools and youth 1s cold, when limbs their
4 As win - ter comes, as win - ters must, we breathe our
5 Christ, ho - ly Vine, Christ, liv - ing Tree, be praised for
2 o
A i S
in - to  Christ the Vine: here Christ en - joins each one to
faith, re - bel - lious tears, sus -tained by Christ’s in - fus - ing
heav-y  har - vest hold, then through us, warm, the Christ will
last, re - turn to dust; still held in  Chrnst, our souls take
this blest mys - ter - y: that word and wa - ter thus re -
| Z
o — e 2 I B I o
be a branch of this life - giv - ing Tree.
rain, the boughs will shout for joy a - gain.
move with gifts of beau - ty, wi1S - dom, love.
wing and trust the prom - ise of the spring.
vive and join us to your Tree of Life.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953

Music: BERGLUND, Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950
Text © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 1993 Robert Buckley Farlee, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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The Spirit Intercedes for Us
Prayer Response
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sighs too deep for words to ex - press. Oh, oh.

Text and music: Romans 8:26, adapt. Larry Olson
Text and music © 1989 Dakota Road Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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EVERYBODY'S GOT SOMETHING TO OFFER

Larry Olson
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we say and do. Ev - ery - bo - dy's got
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Bring Forth the Kingdom

Verses
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I. You are salt for the earth, Q) peo - ple:
2. You are a light on the  hill, O peo - ple:
3. You are a seed of the Word, O peo - ple:
4. We are a blest and a pil - grim  peo - ple:
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Salt for the King-dom of God! Share the fla-vor of
Light for the Cit - y of God! Shine so ho-1ly and
Bring  forth the King-dom of God! Seeds of mer-cy and
Bound for the King-dom of God! Love our jour-ney and
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life, O peo - ple: Life in the King-dom of God!
bright, O  peo - ple: Shine for  the King-dom of God!
seeds of  jus - tice, Grow in the King-dom of God!
love our home-land: Love is the King-dom of God!
Refrain
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Bring forth  the King-dom of mer - cy, Bring  forth the
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King-dom of peace; Bring forth the King-domof jus - tice,
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Bring forth the Cit-y of God!

Text: Marty Haugen, b.1950
Tuone: Marty Haugen, b.1950
© 1986, GIA Publications, Inc.
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We Know That Christ Is Raised
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1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in his sav - ing death.
3 The Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life and grows
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Em-braced by death, he  broke its fear - ful hold,
Re - born, we share with  him an FEas - ter life,
The Spir - it’s fis - sion shakes the church of God.
as Christ’s new bod - vy takes on flesh and blood.
:
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and our de - spair he turned to  blaz - ing joy.
as liv - ing mem - bers  of our Sav - ior Christ.
Bap-tized, we live with God the Three in One.
The u - ni - verse re - stored and whole will  sing:
:
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Hal - le - Iu jah!

Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932
Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924
Text © John B. Geyer.
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